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Division 43: Housing Authority, $680 154 000 � 
Mr J.M. Francis, Chairman. 

Mr T.R. Buswell, Minister for Housing and Works. 

Mr G. Searle, Director General, Department of Housing. 

Mr S. Hamilton, Social Housing Coordinator. 

Mr M. Juliff, Chief Finance Officer. 

Mr C.G. Weeks, Acting Executive Director, Aboriginal Housing Services.  

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: Once again, if the committee and the advisers are happy, I will dispense with the reading of 
the Chairman�s statement. I give the call to the member for Rockingham. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: On page 548 under the heading �Service Summary, item No 4 is �Government Regional 
Officers� Housing�. The minister will note that in the forward estimates there has been a very modest increase in 
the cost of that service providing housing for government workers throughout country Western Australia. In light 
of that modest increase in the allocation, I refer to the commitment by the National Party that teachers, nurses 
and police officers who complete three or more years of continuous service in a regional area would have no 
costs associated with GROH accommodation. As that commitment by the National Party will naturally cost 
many million of dollars, I wonder where that is situated within the allocation. If it is not within that allocation, 
why not? Is it because the government is not going to proceed with that particular commitment?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is not in that allocation. My recollection is that this question was asked of the Minister 
for Regional Development in Parliament and his advice was that it was an outstanding issue that he was working 
on. I cannot provide a detailed answer about how the minister is progressing that with his department, although I 
am sure that he would be happy to provide that information if asked at the appropriate time in the appropriate 
forum.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The minister is not only the Minister for Housing but also the Treasurer; therefore, if 
money has been allocated over the next year for this commitment, it falls within those two portfolios, I would 
have thought. Is that a commitment that is not going to be delivered�because that is what the budget indicates�
or is the government going to deliver on this commitment? The Treasurer is the minister responsible for 
government housing.  
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am the Treasurer. If the member wanted to ask me questions as Treasurer, I was here for 
five hours with Treasury officials. Notwithstanding that, money that is embedded in the Housing Our Work 
Force program relates to the line item �Royalties for Regions Incentive, Regional Workers Incentives�, which is 
an amount ranging from $4 670 000 next year through to $22 500 000 in 2012-13. My understanding is that is 
the funding that is currently within the Housing Authority�s budget that relates to the Housing Our Work Force 
initiative. My understanding is that in 2012-13 that will total $67 400 000 and will reflect the Housing Our Work 
Force package. The advice I have been given is that the Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development has been charged with the responsibility of coordinating the working group and establishing 
options that will be presented to Minister Grylls and subsequently to the expenditure and economic review 
committee, that is, cabinet.  
Mr M. McGOWAN: That amount peaks at $22 million a year to provide free housing for public servants in the 
country. I would not have thought that was enough money. Can the minister provide, perhaps by way of 
supplementary information, what will that money buy and which workers will it cover? I do not think the 
minister can answer me now. 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No, I will not provide it by way of supplementary information.  
Mr M. McGOWAN: Why is that, minister? 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The reason is that the responsibility for coordinating the working group that is charged 
with turning that money into outcomes rests with the Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development, and the options that will be developed will be presented to the Minister for Local Government and 
the Minister for Regional Development. My suggestion to the member, respectfully, would be that those requests 
are made of the minister whose agency has responsibility for developing the criteria around which that funding 
will be allocated.  
[9.50 pm] 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: Be that as it may, surely the minister or his advisers will be able to tell us how many full-
time equivalents the $22.5 million would be covering for free accommodation? I would have thought that was 
basic information that the department would have. 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The Department of Housing is involved in a working group. The working group is 
coordinated by the Department of Local Government and Regional Development. In due course that working 
group will develop a framework within which that funding will be spent. I can only imagine that that framework 
will then be presented to cabinet for endorsement, as have the majority of royalties for regions initiatives by the 
relevant minister, he being the Minister for Regional Development, and that the sort of information the member 
is seeking will be information that is provided during the course of the workings and deliberations of that 
working group. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: This is a key policy of $64.5 million over the forward estimates, yet neither the minister, as 
Treasurer or as Minister for Housing and Works, nor his advisers, can tell us how many public servants it is 
covering. 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: As I indicated, the detail is being developed in and around it. The answer that I have 
given is entirely consistent. I am not sure whether the member for Victoria Park realises, but the royalties for 
regions policy in its totality is a significant set of policy initiatives. Give me one second. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The minister does not need to go through them again. I am not expecting the minister to be 
able to give the answer off the top of his head. The fact is that his housing advisers should have that at hand. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Quite clearly, from the evidence I have provided, the finalisation of that particular 
initiative is an ongoing matter. My understanding is that that advice is entirely consistent with the advice that the 
minister provided the lower house when he was asked a question on this very issue. This relates to the recurrent 
expenditure component of the housing works commitment. That is a work in progress. The good news is that 
when that work in progress is completed and when that working group has completed its deliberations, that 
matter will go before the expenditure and economic review committee, which is a subcommittee of cabinet, and 
it will then go to cabinet. Following on from that it will be announced, in the same way that a whole variety of 
royalties for regions initiatives have been announced. As I said, this is a significant set of policy initiatives, and 
work is still happening on the implementation of that significant set of policy initiatives. We will keep working 
on it. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The dot point at the bottom of page 548 refers to the fact that the waiting list for public 
housing continues to grow, and that reduced housing affordability, the lack of private rental accommodation, 
high rents in the private market and reduced vacancy rates are all major contributing factors. Will the minister 
confirm how many people are currently on the public housing waiting list and give a historical overview of the 
growth in demand for public housing in recent years, and also highlight any measures that he is undertaking to 
address the issues in public housing? 

The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps, Minister for Housing and Works, we do not need the historical part.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is a very good question from the member for Murray-Wellington. I have appreciated 
the quality of questions that he has asked, many of which have caused me to thumb furiously through my notes 
as I have sought answers to them. The number of people on the public housing list has climbed, and 
unfortunately continues to climb. In many ways this affects nearly all our electorates and all the communities we 
represent. There would not be a member of this place who has not been approached by people seeking the 
resolution of issues in and around the public housing waiting list. The advice I have is that at April 2009 the 
number of people on the public housing waiting list in Western Australia was 20 971, which is an extremely high 
number of people. Ultimately, it is a reflection of the stress that people are feeling in the housing sector. We are 
attempting an innovative approach to managing that issue. The member would have heard me previously 
indicate that under the former government, during the seven or eight years from 2001, the number of homes in 
the social housing stock in Western Australia grew by 256 per annum. At that rate it would take a long time�
more than 50 years and less than a hundred, but not much less than a hundred�to house everybody on the public 
housing waiting list. We quite clearly cannot continue in that vein. The government has been challenged to adopt 
new ideas for social housing. We have set up a Social Housing Taskforce under the leadership of Ian Carter, the 
head of Anglicare WA. It is doing some absolutely fantastic work in and around the public policy options 
available to government to deliver better social housing outcomes. Ian and I have come to an agreement, which 
is basically that we have to throw the rule book out when it comes to building social housing in Western 
Australia and adopt a whole new range of strategies to deliver better outcomes. That range of strategies will 
involve the better use of the community housing sector, the better use of the private sector and better 
relationships with local government. I have set the task force an aspirational target, which is to come up with a 
plan by which the government can get 20 000 extra social housing dwellings in place by 2020. That is a massive 
target, but I am hopeful that it will come up with the initiatives we need to change the present situation. That is 
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what we intend to do. It is a very difficult area of public policy and something we are intending to tackle head 
on. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Reference is made to the Social Housing Taskforce on page 549, and to the termination of 
the First Start scheme at the bottom of page 551. I have a copy of the interim report of the Social Housing 
Taskforce, which the minister kindly put on his website without any fanfare. It refers to one of the important 
roles of the taskforce as extricating people from public housing, using initiatives such as the shared-equity 
scheme and First Start. On the one hand the minister is saying we should throw out the rule book and deal with 
the Social Housing Taskforce, which will come up with initiatives. It refers to the exact scheme that the minister 
terminated a matter of days after the report was put up. Is it not therefore the case that the minister says one thing 
and mouths a set of words but then does the exact opposite in his budget to the words that he has mouthed? 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Rockingham�s question? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The question was at the end. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The reality is that the member is fundamentally wrong in fact. The goals set out for the 
Social Housing Taskforce to help people get out of social housing into home ownership are being fulfilled by 
existing and continuing programs, not First Start but by existing programs such as Good Start.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Page 4 of the report � 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Hang on! Let us go through them. They are Good Start, the Aboriginal home ownership 
program and the home ownership program for single parents, all of which are in existence to help people move 
out of social housing into the private housing sector. They have not changed. They are still there and they still 
have an active role to play. To the best of my knowledge, First Start was not targeting people in existing social 
housing situations. There are existing products that continue.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Did the minister consult Mr Carter, who is his guru, before he cut it? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The fact is there are plenty of products to get people out of social housing. We are very 
happy with what we are offering.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Just so that we understand, the answer is no.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I know the member is angry because he probably did not get his little press release out. 
That is what happens when members are over there. 

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Minister for Housing and Works very much for concluding that answer.  

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


